FEBRUARY 20, 2003
NATIONAL DAY OF SOLIDARITY WITH
MUSLIM, ARAB AND SOUTH ASIAN IMMIGRANTS

First they came for the Communists and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Communist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew.

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn’t a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Catholics and I didn’t speak up because I was a Protestant.

Then they came for me, but by that time, no one was left to speak up.

—Pagtor Martin Wiemoeller, Nazi Germany

We call on people everywhere to come together for the second
February 20 National Day of Solidarity with Muslim, Arab and
South Asian Immigrants. We are at a critical and historic moment.
This time they are coming for the Muslim, Arab and South Asian
immigrants. Now is the time to sound the alarm and act.

In the face of forced registrations and the detention of up to 1,000
immigrants, a demonstration of 3,000 in Los Angeles on
December 18 carried signs that said, “What's Next? Concentration
Camps?”’We applaud the brave demonstrators, most of whom are
themselves immigrants. They dared to protest at a time when
immigrants from the Middle East are subjected to roundups and
indefinite detention without charges. Can we do anything less?
This demonstration was a moral challenge to us all.

January 10 was the deadline for immigrant men from 13 mainly
Muslim countries to register with the Immigration and
Naturalization Service. In over 15 cities, people of all different
nationalities organized protesis and press conferences. Many
wore the blue triangle with the names of the disappeared.
Opposition and resistance are growing. But we have much more
to do if we are to stop the increasing repression.

The reality is that the government is registering and detaining
Muslim, Arab and South Asian immigrants now! Detention is not a
future possibility but a present reality. Federal autherities detained
over 1,200, maybe many more, in the immediaite wake of
September 11. The government has given & strong indication that
there will soon be new waves of mass detentions as they go to war
against Iraq. The authorities want to silence those in this country
who can speak truth about the reality of life in the Middle East.
They want to silence the Palestinian who has lived through the
Israeli Air Force dropping U.S. supplied cluster hombs on their
refugee camp. They want to silence the Afghan-American woman
whose 19 family members in Afghanistan were killed when the
U.S. bombed their wedding party. They want to silence the Afghan-
American woman whose husband was taken during the mass
round-ups after 9/11, held for nine terrifying months' without
charges, and then suddenly deported without warning—away
from his family, his life and livelihood here.

In July 2002, Peter Kirsanow, a member of the U.S. Civil Rights
Commission, proposed that a mass roundup and detention of
Arabs and Muslims may be necessary. Attorney General John
Ashcroft proposed detention centers where U.S. citizens deemed
to be ‘enemy combatants’ can be held indefinitely without charges.
The Bush administration has begun an unprecedented program to
monitor Iraqi citizens and Iragi-Americans with dual citizenship in
the United States. The Bush administration is establishing a
separate legal system for anyone the government declares a
terrorism suspect and “enemy combatant.” Citizens and non-
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Disappeared

citizens would be stripped of long established constitutional
protections and measures.

We must learn from history. February 19 is the anniversary of
President Roosevelt issuing the infamous Executive Order 9066 in
1942, It authorized the roundup and imprisonment of all Japanese
Americans living in the western coastal states.

New important dates are just ahead. February 21 is the deadline
for immigrant men from Pakistan and Saudi Arabia to register.
March 28 is the deadline for immigrant men from Bangladesh,
Egypt, Indonesia, Kuwait, and Jordan to register.

Send a powerful message on February 20. We refuse to
accept the registration and detention of people based on
their nationality and religion. We refuse to accept racial
profiling, roundups, indefinite detentions, secret courts,
secret charges, secret evidence, secret wiretaps, secret
sheak and peek break-ins, secret military tribunals,
deportations, telephone and e-mail surveillance, and
demonizing of Muslims, Arabs, South Asians and others
based upon where they were born, the language that they
speak, the color of their skin or the religion that they practice.

On February 20 wear a blue triangle with the name of one of the
newly “disappeared.” In the early 1940’s, German Nazis used
many different colored friangles to categorize and divide people in
the concentration camps. We will not allow the same kind of
profiling to happen here. We will wear a blue triangle in a positive
way to show our solidarity with those being targeted today.

Remember the roundup of the Jews in Nazi Germany.
Remember the roundup of the Japanese Americans in the
United States. What would you have done then? Think of the
roundup of Muslims, Arabs, and South Asians in the United
States in 2003. What will you do now?

MARCH!

Protest the Special Registrations!
Protest NJ INS Director
Andrea Quarantilla

Saturday, February 22
12:00 NOON
Newark Penn Station
Newark, NJ

info@njsolidarity.org



